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e Title original : Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker , 
e Runtime : 142 min, 


e Status : Released, 

e Release Date : 18 December 2019, 

e Tagline : Every generation has a legend, 

e Genres : Adventure | Action | Science Fiction | 

e Production Companies : Lucasfilm Ltd. Bad Robot 
e Production Countries: United States of America | 
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Independent filmmaking often takes place outside Hollywood, or other major studio 
systems. An independent film or indie film is a film initially produced without financing or 
distribution from a major film studio. Creative, business and technological reasons have all 
contributed to the growth of the indie film scene in the late 20th and early 21st century. On 
the business side, the costs of big-budget studio films also lead to conservative choices in 
cast and crew. There is a trend in Hollywood towards co-financing over two-thirds of the 
films put out by Warner Bros. in 2000 were joint ventures, up from 10% in 1987.14 A 
hopeful director is almost never given the opportunity to get a job on a big-budget studio 
film unless he or she has significant industry experience in film or television. Also, the 
studios rarely produce films with unknown actors, particularly in lead roles. 


The opening March weekend saw a dramatically lower box office than the same weekend in 
2019. The 2019 opening March weekend saw the release of Captain Marvel, which alone 
earned over US3 million domestically that weekend, compared to the 2020 weekends 
biggest film, Onward, with around US million.2122 The next weekend saw the lowest total 
US box office intake since the October 30-November 1, 1998 weekend, with lower 
percentage drops than the weekend after 911, at US.3 million.3 Onward itself saw the 
biggest weekend-to-weekend drop of any Pixar film, making .5 million, though was still the 
weekends biggest film and the only one to make over million.3 On March 19, Walt Disney 
Studios and Universal Pictures announced that they would no longer report box office 
figures.23 Comscore therefore announced the next day that it would indefinitely suspend its 
reporting of box office estimates and charts.24 On March 26, 2020, after local transmission 
of the virus had dropped to 0% in China, movie theaters there began to re-open, with 
reports that 250-500 theaters were opening, but the next day authorities again closed all 
movie theaters in the country.2526 


The 2020 Cannes Film Festival sent out invitations on March 6, despite France 
implementing limits on public gatherings beyond its scheduled dates the Cannes Television 
Festivals Canneseries and MIPTV chose not to run, however, with Canneseries rescheduling 
for October and MIPTV canceling its event.764 On March 19, the Festival de Cannes 
announced that it cannot be held on the scheduled dates, from May 12-23. Several options 
are considered in order to preserve its running, the main one being a simple postponement, 
in Cannes, until the end of June-beginning of July 2020.65 Cannes main venue has been 
converted into a temporary homeless shelter.66 Some festivals, including Tribeca, SXSW, 
ReelAbilities, TCM Classic Film Festival, and the Greenwich International Film Festival have 
created new online programming in lieu of having an in-person festival.67 The 2020 Toronto 
International Film Festival is also planned to proceed at least partially online68 on July 30, 
TIFF programmers announced a much smaller than normal lineup of feature films that will 
be screened at drive-in theatre venues and online.69 
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